M: 12-42-26 c. 1899
The John T. Onley Famlly House

Big Woods Community

Private

This large two story frame house 1s representative of the
type of houses bullt by the more successful landowners in Black
communities in rural Maryvland in the late 1800s. Its facade
consists of the usual three bays and the dwelling is one bay
in depth, with a two story T. The owners were the first
generation descendants of the founders of this Black community
after the Civil war.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This large, handsome two story frame house faces south, in the
direction of Big Woods Road, which passes close by in front of it. It
is one of the largest houses of the historical community of Big Woods
to have survived.

Like the home of Henry T. Onley and James Lee in the Big Woods
community, this one has a length of three bays and a depth of one bay.
The facade is arranged in the usual symmetrical form, with a door located
in the center, flanked on either side by a window. The windows contain
large 2 x 2 panes that were popular to the turn of the 20th century.

The frame is sheathed with weatherboards, painted white. Along the
facade is a long shed porch. Inside each gable end is a brick stove
flue. The roof is covered with tin, and the roof line is accented by

a cross gable pediment. The cornices are boxed with plain boards, and
have short returns at each gable end. To the back length of the house
is attached a two story T. On the east side of the house is the opening
into the cellar,

Behind the house, some of the o0ld outbuildings remain.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1899, John T. Onley and his wife Florence Onley, purchased this
. property of 6 2/5 acres from Elias and Mary F. Price (deed, TD 12/224),
The house was probably built soon thereafter since its construction and
design are of that period. It resembles the other homes built by the
second generation of the descendants of the post-Civil War founders of
Big Woods community, though it is somewhat larger and more imposing,
~specially since it has been well maintained.

According to Florence Hallman of the Big Woods community, John T.
Onley was the son of William Onley and Mary Hills Onley. Since William
Onley was the half-brother of Henry T. Onley, Florence's father, William
Thomas Onley and John T, Onley were half first cousins. Such relation-

ships represent the existence of extended family networks in the community.
Permission to photograph this house in black and white was not

available. (See slides)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland;
Deeds: 942/29%3 942/29%s; TD 12/224%,

Oral Interviews with Florence Hallman, July-August 1978 (not taped)
by George W. McDaniel, Big Woods Community.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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